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Grave Reflectionis Cast |

Upon the City of Alma

Propaganda is Being Spread Which is Lowering
The Reputation of City in All
Parts of the Country.

g~

ARTICLE AIMED AT SOCIAL WORK HERE

Statements, Claimed to be Untrue, Indicate That Moral
Conditions in Alma Are Far Worse
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Than the

Average,

Under the gul

reprinted from the “Truth

se of “Protecting the Public Health,” an article has been
Teller” of Battle Creek, November 15

issue,

which reflects greatly upon the moral tone of the City of Alma, and has
bean causing no little discussion among the Alma people whe have seen
n. It is evidently a part of & propaganda, being circulated for some pur-

pose. It is injuring Alma greatly no matter what the reason. The article
fellows; - ,
“‘Protecting the Public Health® ¥+ 4

m Michigan”®

“Printed from “TRUTH TELLER"
Battle Creek, Michigan, November 15,
1919,

“An unexpected and-startling feat-
wre of the program at this session
wag the appearance of Mrs, Elizabeth
B. Githens of Alma, Michigan, with |
a narration of the health board white
sduvery which has been instituted as
vhe result of the passage of a law
last winter in her State appropriat-
mg $300,000 1o make u survey and to
fight venereal disease. ****

“The present writer will further
state that Mrs. Githens had been for
some weeks devoting a large part of
ker time to get the facts and secure
degal aid. She has taken down in
shorthand and transeribed the testi-
mony in six cases and has heard the
sestimony in many others, has col-
lected funds to prosecute the guilty
officiale, traced out clues and lookesd
after a multitude of details. Those
who know, as we do at headquarters,
shat the same sort of health board
villiany is going on in the name of
the law, know this i=s a burning ques.
tion and that what is being done at
Alma, Michigan, is of intense inter-
est to every citizen in the land. Be-
smide the revolting atrocities now be-
ing perpetrated wholesale as public
health measures, gven the tortures of
she past in the name of religion
seem insignificant, ****

“The little city of Alma, Michigan,
has Jess than 3,000 population, sc-|
sording to Colier's latest atlas of the
world. Yet over one hundred young
girls of that pommunity have in the
past few months been railroaded to n
“detention home™ us venereal cases
or suspects. Some of these were not
more than fourteen or fifteen years
of uge. Some of them were not only
inmnocent of any disease, but thorough-
Iv good girls, their only fault pover-
ty and defenselessness, At this
“home” (and may we be forgiven for
applying this sacred name to a health-
board hell-hole!) these girls were
sonfined, the viclous with the good,
for months in some cases, were all
made to work hard at menial toil,
were fed upon poor food, and so kept
that they all becume frightfully
lousy, at the same time being given
no facilities for getting rid of the

vermin: Worst of all were the medi-
cal examinations and trestment to
which they wore subjected.  Sexuul
examination und treatment at the

hands of three men, of a nature that
sent girls out of the treatment room
bitterly weeping ot the
nities to which they had to
followed by the ribald

Fross lII#iILI-
submit,

lwughter of

the doctors, was M So
eppressed by the of it wer
some of the i AUICIde Was
Attempted and In one iIstance a to

mented gir] dled of the jproison shu
awallowed in Lthi nom i OB wpe
Ihis imperfectl and  briefly tells
“marse” in the employ of the health
the story of thix detention place, To
those who understand the injury to
health of the medical treatment ad-

ministersd, there 1= not a single re-

deeming feature in the whole nffnir

“The method employed to get hold
of the girls was as follows: A
“nurse” In the employ of the health

board would go to the home of u givl,
walk boldly in without the formality

of knocking at the door, and demand
that the wirl ACCOompuny her to the
city health off If she ar her

mother ohjected she was told that
H she refused a sign  with large-
letters would be ploeced in the wind-
ow, with the worde, “Venerenl Dis

ease Exists in this House ™
who dally went forth to
be detained with  the

familyv until the health board de-
manids werea compli with The girl
was also told unless she went peace
ably, the chief of police would be
ealled nnd he would forcibly take her
to the health office. Rarely did these

and those
work would
rost _of the

threats fail of their object. Poor

giris, ar glrl! without one or hoth

parents, were usugally selected
“Whut could they do? What would

nine of every ten women do in such
eircumstances ?

“And once n girl was in the toils
of these medical degenerates, where
was her reputation? A stigma was
placed on her never to be entirely re-
moved, Those who came back to
Alma from the place of detention
comtinued to be hounded by the creat-
ure called “nurse;” she ingisted on
administering treatment to them and
never allowed it to be forgotten or
unknown that they had been im-
prisoned and delinguent,

_“At the close of Mrs. Githens' re- | copies on request.”
cital, Col. Sol. 1. Long srose and ad- | tain does
dressing her, sald, “Madam, you have carry the conviction that this propa- | Jesus gives the

"

| tald
|

# terrvible story, but 1 know it
15 Mime In cOmMPparigon with the ac-
tual facts, a good deal of which you
have hnd to suppress.” He declared
he had known of such work going
on for u long #ime and held there
must be a clean-up of the entire
medical ring.) ****"

“*This heading is supplied by us
so the reader may not mistake it for
an account of the Middle Ages.

“Edward J. Moore Sons, 101
Beekman Street, New York.

“Additional copies supplied
request.”

t would seem, offhand, that an at
tempt has been made, possibly a very
deliberate one, to give a4 wrong im-
pregsion of conditions here in the ar-

upon

ticle. The first statement, which
mukes a  clever cerawlout for the
author, calling attention as it does

to the population ten years ago, mak-
ing no mention, and giving no room
for speculation that Alma has grown
from a city of less than “3,000 pop-
ulation according to Colier's latest
utlas of the world,"” to one of nearly
three times that Thus figures
which would be correct for Alma at
its present size would be distorted
and hopelessly misleading for a
“little city of Alma, Michigan™ hav-
ing such a population as ten years
ugo., There would appear to be no
question, but what, if the author
knew of the condition: being told of,
that the size of Alma today would
also be known. That true, it should
have been given, if there was to be
an attempt at fairness.

Then follows a statement which is
entirely wrong, if reports  of local
officinls are o0 be taken as true, and
there is no question but what they
are true, This statement is “Yet
over one hundred voung girls of that
community have in the past fow
months been railroaded to n detention
home." Reports secured on the re-
sulta of the social work in this com-
munity reveal -the fact that only
twenty-five girls have been sent to
detention homes for treatment. Two

bl F AL

of these were recommitted, making
twenty-seven cases in all

The statement that some of these
were not more than fourteen or ff-

teen yeurs of- age 8 regarded as
correct, and seemingly shows o need
of socinl workers and such work,
that conditions of this kind may be
corrected, as they are ‘IIL"‘IT,\' danger
commmunity  and to future
generations

That “some of them
innocent of any discaxe, but thorough

I stotement in the

ous to n

wWere nol 1r!‘.|_‘.

o i rl
gooa giris

article that must be open to question
is highly-doubtfal if thorough
Iy good girls would be in company
that would bring under sus-
picion of having such
Neither daes it probahle
the state would be willing to pay for
their home if 1t
was not known that there waz reason
for it.

Nuo kpowledge i= at hand to allow
the telling of the conditions at the
detention home, but it is regarded as
possible that remarks
might be and possibly are almost as
wide of the mark as those regavding
the size of Alma and the number of

me 1l

them
diseases.
that

Re0m

keep in detentior

swome of these

girle, who had been =ent to the de
tention homes

The words “medical depenerates”
i‘l’"'--ilill_\' ar used to cover doctors
here and at the detention home, and
knowledge of those here. to Alma
people, at lenst, needs no comment
They arve too well known and tao

Bichly regarded.

Mayor Murphy of this city and a
number of others have talked with
“the erenture ealled nurse® and state
that girls names have not been men-
tionad to them at lemst. It is cer-
tain, however, that one or two have
become known from other sources.
As near s The Record has been able
to mscertain there has  been every
possible endeavor by the health de-
partment here to withhold these
names from the public, that the rep-
utation of such girle might not be

impalred when they returned to
Alma,
JALL in all, the article reflects

seriously upon the moral tone of the
community and cannot but lower
Alma in the eyes of all who have

rend it, regarding which the printers |

announce in small type “Additional
The more cer-

this asmall printed line

v Not a creature is stirring—not cven a mouse;”
Bit 0ld Santa Claus listens, as common sensc bids,
While he chuckles and whispers—*“Some wide-awake kids!”
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ganda, spread for reason, is
sure to injure the reputation of Alma
the country and people
know the facts in the c¢ase,

FIRST ADDRESS

Sermon in  the New Series
Interesting and Helpful.

some

ovey

“ill!lliii

First

Last Sunday evening the first ser-
mon in a new series entitled “The
Constitution of a Perfect Socinl Op
der" was given in the Presbyterian
‘(‘hun-h. The subject was “Qualifica-
tions for Membership.”

In his sermon Rev. Gelston pointed
|out that one of the pifts Christ
brought to the world was the perfect
law often called “The Constitution
of the Kingdom of God." Thix perfect
law is given in the New Testrment
in Matt.5, 6, and 7 and it & to it
that men need now to look as they
| hope to comstruct a perfect social
{order .
| Tn the first paragraph of this
qualifiontions

Inw
men

y

nust posses Wi would enter the
orde “l
lay down definite arbitrary

must

e y dloing he does not
ruies men
points
out that into the

blessing he gives must be in such a
state of mind as to be receptive to
the truth., They must hunger and
thirst for li[.{':"?"llllSﬂf‘.":!. must mourn
ther own lack of apiritual attainment,
ete., for then will they be on the
lookout and will receive the light of
life which he can give. All who are
| self-aatisfied and prideful will scaree.
ly care for the truth even when it
in clearly steted to them and their
consequent practice of that truth is
not to be expected.

One great reason, said Rev, Gel-
ston, why many are not eligible to
(hor attaining a more perfect society
today than they have, lies in the
fact that they do not have the atti-
tude of heart Jesus names; People
[ today do not hunger and thirst for
| righteousness. They do hunger and
"thirst. but their craving is for better

ever conform to, but he

those who enter

E & — ff r

Wires, more c¢as¢, more ph'uf\llr'u- anda
the like. These they are so interested
in securing, that even though s more
rigghteous way of living I8 clearly set
forth before them thevy have no eyes
| with which Lo see it, and do not in
consequence direct their steps toward
.
| Next Sunday evening Dr. Gelson
will speak on the second paragraph
of this perfect law or “Function of
! Mombers."”
| CAROL SERVICE

A Christmas Carol Service will be
given on Thursday evening of next
| week at eight o'clock to the parents
and friends of the pupils of the Alma
public schools. The service will pe
held in the high school auditorium.

carols all during the present month.

The Carol service will tell in song
and story, the birth and boyhood of
Jesus to the age of fourteen years

hour, Monday and Tuesday —adv.

WHOLE NUMBER 2125

Coal Strike Has Been
Brought To a Close

Miners Agreed Yesterday to Return to Work at
Increase Offered Pending Inquiry As
To Needed Amount.

MANY FACTORIES FORCED TO SUSPEND

Republic Motor Truck Company Incorporated. Is Operating
Under Its Own Power and Using Two

The pupils hnve been working on the |

See Al St. Johma in “Speed”—1dle- |

Shit't; of Workers.

The coul strike, which has been going on far the past slx weeks, with
over four hundeed thousand miners out, came to an end vestewday, 4t a
time when the mmdustries of the country were facing a condition;, becuuse
of the voal shortage, that promised shortly to throw hundrer: of thou-
sanmdds of men out of employment

Becnuse of the seriousness the ooal condition wer  the country,

drasti
the fuel sdministration,

The

were dependent upon fuel.

wiar measures in regarvd to coal were

stituted again this week by

and this was rapidly closing down factories which
factories affected werve those

which did not

furnish food or have government contracts or  wers considered  vital
industries.
Thix brought the Republic Maotor
CHRISTMAS GOODS I'ruck Company Ine. of this city un-
Alma Stored Offering Best Christmas ‘107 the vRn, because  the gigantic
Goods Ever in Stock Hére. Alma truck industry at present has
S no government contracts, s immensea
The merchants of Alma have gone government buginess having heen
out of their way this year in the se- finished months_ ago
lection and securing of Christmas As a result of this the Central
goods for their patrons, and there Michigan Light & Power Compuny of
i« not a storekeeper in this city that this city was instructed to not give
is not carrying a larger line of such the Republic current for its opera-
gaoods than ever bhefore. tions, and none wus to be had this
During the past week all of the morning.
merchants have heen working after tuther than shut dow and throw
store hours to get their goods pron ts two thousand employe: out of
displayed, so that they muy be work the Alma concern turned to ita

seen, looked at and admired, with the
possible trvouble, as they
had in mind the necessity of enabling
their patrons to make their selections
with the least possible trouble
delay, thus keeping them even-tem
pered, as well as reducing the extra

lenst have

and

own power, which while not sufficient
to operate the entire plant at one
time, 12 able to take care of the work
of about half of the company. This
15 heing utilized at the prezent time,
aned part of the factory i now
being operated during the day time

one

work of the .'.U]:I'.I:t_'. seison to a min. and the balance of the plunt will he
imum for their clerks, n operation at night.

One thing is most noticeable this The officiuls of the company hope,
vear in the line of Christmas goods now the strike is ended, that power

that 1=, while the aszsortment =

greater

obtained shortly

und the regular routine of work re.

¢un again e Viry

than ever, particularly in

toys and other articles for the young. sumeil.

sters, there is & noticeable lack of ['hat there will be u big shortage
gooids labeled, “Made in Germany!™ of fuel during the coming winter
In other words those who purchase months as result of the strike is
Christmas goods this vear are prac- certain and there is little question
tically certain that the gooids which ' but what the government will con-
nre ;;.:t'n haged are American made, tinue in force most of the rules,

war made home
production of toys, ete.,

it was found that America could

[t wans not until the
NECESBRTY
that
|.1'mf‘_il'o- the bwest
hng seen.

While the merchants doing
everything to make Christmas shop-
ping & matter of [far Lrouble
than ever urging
their patrons to shop early, to shop

ire

'
1ens

before ".'.ll.-_\ wre

toys that the waorld

which have been governing the coun-
try during the last few days.

It will be some weeks after opera-
tions are again started in the mines
before any great amount of coal will

| be going out over the country, and it

is of vital importance thut the people

|of the country continue to use every

means in their power to curtail the

use of coal.

immediately, as it is now only two Among the orders which were is-
weeks  until Christmas. This will [sued by the fuel administration,
insure less trouble in being waited |Which are deemed vital in the con-

upon in the stores, will be far less

| serving of coal, are the following:

trying for the patrogs and for the No cabaret, dance hall, pool hall or
clerks. Not only t, but it will | bowling alley chall be permitted to
enable a better selection, as the stocks use light except between 7:00 p. m,

are hardly touched as vet by the

and 11:00 p. m

vager hands of the Christmas shop- Stores, including retail stores, but
pers, n thing that will not be true ®Xcepting stores  selling  food and
another week honce warehouses, must not use light (ex-
- — cept safoty lights), except for six
“THE MESSIAH" hours  pe: day Manufacturing
AN _"\"'ll"-'!l.‘- evening, December plants shall be allowed to use light
15, “The e given . only during the time proscribed for
i Presbyte ¢hureh The chorus the use of power
[ students from the Dyug stores and restaurnnts may
H of Alma peopli remair oper Aceny ng to present
he out of town will ¢ schedules, but must reduoce lighting
M the Music Depart- one-half
= - Newspaper offices, ratlroad stations
hotels, :',l.m"".-_‘_.-\, telephone, :".FL’['JI[‘IJ
offices are not meluded nsofar us
necessary lighting is concerned,
Crenernl amd oflice lights must be
cut off not inter t} 1100 p. m.
unly enough heat may be used in
office, stores, ete., to keep an average

of (8 degrees
dependent

[ tries upon  soft

coal mu e working hours one
! wlf, under the orders, that hnve been
| lerus ‘ he wvital industries,
I Ehl N ete., are not allowed
I neithe Y ornamental lighta,
| whit WV
I hi el desilers of this city are
| practically out of ¢oul at the present
ime und Tuesday evening the city

lcommission

wetvucted Mavor Murphy

to usk the fuel administration to re-
lense =ome coml to the locnl dealers,
for the benefit of the Alma people,
, ; TSR] who are ont 11 rithe 1
WILLIAM WHEELER 0 arve entirely without fuel.
- Wodnesdany the afternoon trains

nent of Mt, Pleasant Normal; Miss
Helen Moore of Welis College, and
Mr. Wlilinm Wheeler, head of the
vocal department of Ann Arbor. All
these artists are well known and may
bo safely trusted to give a splendi

edach way, between Grand Rapids and
.‘J\;:m;u\ were taken off., because of
the fuel emergency, and there is no
indication that they will be running
again within the next few woeks.,

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

rendering of their parts. This ora- | _ ) .

torio will be & ;:rl-f:t thast to  the Election of officers for Alma lodge
music lovers of the neighborhood \o 488, 1. O “'..l" war held recently
The training and leadership are in with the following being elacted

the hands of Prof. Hosmer, who has
become known from the splendid
quality of his work as musieal di-
rector in Alma college. This is the
second number in the Chautauqua-
Lyceum coorse

(‘.nmrgrm‘ing January lIst the Ford
Garage will close on Sunday: with
the exception of the following hours

Noble Grand—E. J. Horten.

Viee Grand—Fred Delavan.
Recording Sec’y—A. R. Schlappi
Financial Secretary—R. J, Rogers.
Treasurer—C. J. Falor,
Trustee—B. Walker.

Partly worn clothing or other ma-
torial that will make suits for child-
ren is badly needed. Send to or phone
Ida B. Peck, city nurse, 310 W, Su.

during the day. R:00 to 9:00 and hone 6.3
6:00 to 7:00. C. M. Johnson, Prop. R, ot '_L._. rinz—l_u:-_-_-adv.
—~25-2-¢ Buy the best. Buy DeLuxe —77-tf

o



